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Mosque and Treehouse open doors for eco homes event  
             

Under-construction Cambridge Mosque and an award nominated new-build home known as The 

Treehouse will welcome visitors on October 8th and 14th as part of annual Cambridge event Open 

Eco Homes. The event, which this year opens 13 innovative homes across Cambridge, Girton and 

Impington, offers inspiring tours where visitors learn how to cut their energy use and create cosy 

homes by talking to ordinary householders who have already done it themselves. 

 

“What people get from an Open Eco Home tour is inspiration and good advice from people who 

have already done it,” says organiser Allan Shepherd, “As well as the tour, we make a guide for 

each home so people get the details of relevant contractors, technologies and techniques for creating 

the home they want. This year there will be an award nominated Baufritz home, impressive DIY 

and contractor led renovations, a co-housing development and a beautiful family self-build with a 

rammed earth wall”. 

 

Billed as Europe’s first Eco-Mosque, Cambridge Mosque will boast a wide range of environmental 

features, from heat pumps to rainwater harvesting, as well as being an important and beautiful piece 

of architecture. Award nominated, The Treehouse is built by German construction company 

Baufritz and features one of the most insulated factory constructed wall systems in Europe, as well 

as Mechanical Ventilation with Heat Recovery and a raft of other environmental features.  

 

As well as the new-builds, there are some stunningly inventive retrofits to show visitors they don’t 

have to move to improve. In fact with one recent survey recently suggesting that planning 

applications for home improvement has risen by 26% over the last five years these houses fit within 

a broader trend to stay put and make better. Technologies on display include Retrovive, an 

innovative underfloor insulation system by Devana Insulation. 

 

“Most of us are living in older houses that need improving. Our householders use a mixture of DIY 

and bought-in solutions like Retrovive underfloor insulation to make their homes more cosy and 

energy efficient. From simple and cheaper draught-proofing solutions to renewable energy the 

range of ideas is quite impressive. Householders tend to combine the eco-retrofit work with other 

work that needs doing, building an extension, adding a dormer, replacing the roof. This makes 

economic and cosy sense.” 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Editor's notes 
1. Visitors to Open Eco Homes can book tours via www.openecohomes.org.uk or by phoning 

01223 301842 from September 7th. Homes are open October 8th and 14th and offer four tours 

per day, with a maximum of 8 people on each tour. All tours are free. 

2. Interviews with householders and photographs are available on request. Contact Allan Shepherd 

for more details - allan@openecohomes.org 

3. After Open Eco Homes, between October 18th and November 2nd, organisers Cambridge Carbon 

Footprint will host five ‘Cosy Cambridge’ workshops, including a human library. Dates and 

details below and at http://www.openecohomes.org/events/   

4. Through the winter CCF are also offering free thermal imaging training and loans of cameras 

that can show where buildings are leaking heat. 

5. Open Eco Homes is supported by Cambridge City Council, South Cambridgeshire District 

Council, Baufritz, Devana Insulation, Green Energy UK, Cambridge Solar, Mole Architects, 

Margaret Reynolds Architect, AC Architects, Green Books and Anglian Energy Solutions. 

6. Open Eco Homes is organised by local charity Cambridge Carbon Footprint. Cambridge Carbon 

Footprint (CCF) is a registered charity committed to creating environmental, economic and 

social benefits for Cambridge. Other CCF projects include Circular Cambridge and the Circulart 

Trail. Registered charity no. 1127376. 

7. Working with householders across Cambridge and surrounding villages Open Eco Homes 

organises booked one-hour tours so people can learn how to transform their homes in an 

ecological way. Homes range from Victorian terraces, through 50’s semi-detached to modern 

new-builds.  
8. This is the 8th year for Open Eco Homes. A high percentage of the hundreds of visitors go on to 

improve their homes in an ecological way. Householders save energy and carbon emissions, 

whilst making their homes nice and cosy. 
9. On the tours householders share practical information, inspiration and advice, showing people 

the changes they have made and explaining what sort of difference it has made to their lives. 

"Meeting the householders will be a great experience for visitors. Every one of them has unique 

knowledge to pass on because every house is different and everyone has carefully chosen the 

home improvements right for them and their home. During their renovation or new build project 

they become experts in cosy home making." Allan Shepherd  
10. The Cambridge Mosque will be the new home of Islam in Cambridge but will no doubt attract 

visitors from all over the world. Although still under construction, visitors will get a site tour 

and talk and be able to see first-hand how the Mosque is being constructed. It will be one of the 

first opportunities local people will get to see behind the scenes as the Mosque is being built. 

Open Eco Homes organisers Cambridge Carbon Footprint think the Cambridge Mosque is a 

major step forward in creating global solutions to climate change, because it takes the 

environmental message to one of the biggest faith communities in the world. 

 
Cosy Cambridge workshops 

 

• Natural and Reclaimed Materials – Wednesday 18th October 

• Energy Meters and Controls – Monday 23rd October  

• Insulation – Wednesday 25th October 

• Alternative Energy – Tuesday 31st October 

• The Human Library ('borrow' a human 'book', for one-to-one advice) – Thursday 2nd November 

 

All events 7.30-9.30pm at St Barnabas Church. Mill Road, Cambridge CB1 2BD 
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